
















Gardening Maintenance
Carol Suggs, Theresa Badurel, 
Pinellas County Extension

	 Azaleas should be pruned when they finish blooming. Even 
the dwarf varieties benefit from pruning, which stimulates new 
growth, eliminates the leggy look and produces a bushier plant. 
Azaleas are generally fertilized four times a year (February, May, 
August and November). Those who missed the February fertil-
ization can fertilize now to accelerate new growth, then skip the 
regular fertilization in May. Use a fertilizer formulated for acid-
loving plants.
	 With the frosts and freezes we had this past winter, there 
may be plants you need to replace. Try replacing with Florida-
friendly plants that are right for your site conditions. The Florida 
Yards & Neighborhoods website at floridayards.org has an inter-
active plant database that can help you choose plants appropriate 
for your landscape conditions.
	 Nearly every spring we see oak leaf blister. The disease de-
velops during cool, wet weather, becoming epidemic at times 
and infecting almost every leaf. Although the blisters may be un-
sightly and cause excessive leaf fall, this disease seldom causes 
permanent damage.
	 Winter annuals need replacing soon. It’s not too early to start 
spring and summer annuals from seed. It is usually best to start 
seeds in a fresh, sterile potting mixture. It takes four weeks or 
so before seedlings are ready to be planted. Rejuvenate the bed 
by raking out all leftover plant material and adding new organic 
matter.

Tips
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You can help brighten Ballantrae’s villages
The CDD Board’s maintenance staff

rides through the community after dark

on a regular basis to check for street light

outages, and for outdoor bulbs burned

out on CDD property.

Staff immediately replaces bulbs

burned out on CDD property. Staff

reports street light outages to Progress

Energy. It usually has lights working

within a week of outage reports, unless

there is other work to be done.

Ballantrae residents can help out

between maintenance inspections by

reporting any lights outages on CDD

property to maintenance staff. The

phone number at the clubhouse is (813)

345-8565. Residents can call or go online

to report street light outages directly to

Progress Energy.

You will also need to report the pole

number on the street side of most poles,

the address or intersection nearest to the

pole, especially for those poles with no

number.

You can report outages to Progress

Energy by calling (800) 228-8485 or by

going to its customer service page at

www.progress-energy.com.

Here’s the Progress Energy on-line

address for repair notices:

https://secure.progress-energy.com/sid/cu

stservice/fla/selfservice/electric/streetlight

You can fill out an online repair

request. You should receive a return

email confirming the repair order, as well

as a “robo call.” �

Remember to recycle!
Ballantrae residents are reminded

that Waste Services Inc. picks up

certain recyclables every other

Thursday mornings. They must be

left curbside the night before pickup

in blue bags available at most grocery

stores.

Upcoming recyclable pickup dates

are May 12 and 26, June 9 and 23,

and July 7 and 21.

Pick up is limited to rinsed

aluminum cans, metal food cans, #1

and #2 plastic bottles and jars, plus

clear green and brown glass bottles

and jars. All can go in the same bag.

These pick ups are separate from

trash pick ups on Wednesdays and

Saturdays.

Residents can contact Waste

Services directly to determine what

large items it will contract to remove

as an additional, paid service.�

CDD meetings set
The CDD Board votes each

September to set its regular
monthly meeting schedule for the
fiscal year that begins each Oct. 1.

Regular meetings begin at
6:30 p.m. at the clubhouse on
these first Mondays of upcoming
months:

• May 2

• June 6

Meetings then switch to these

second Mondays of the month:

• July 11

• August 8

• September 12

Meetings are open to the

public and allow you time to be

heard.

The full list of meeting dates

for the year are posted at the

clubhouse and on the Board

Meetings page of the CDD’s

website located at

www.ballantraecdd.org.

Board meeting minutes are

usually approved one month after

the meeting is held.

Minutes are then posted on

the Minutes & Spending page of

the CDD website.�

Vendor replaces median sod

Maintenance and re-sodding of entrance

medians is one of the landscaping vendors

more prominent duties in Ballantrae.

Story ideas …

Have any suggestions for

Communicator stories? Email them

to ballantraecdd@verizon.net. �

Water smart, avoid fines
Pasco mandates that lawns can only

be watered on one assigned day each

week, and then only during allowed

hours.

You can avoid county fines by

confining your residential irrigation to

proscribed days and hours.

Residential lawn watering using

sprinklers is restricted in Ballantrae to

either midnight to 8 a.m. or from 6 p.m.

to midnight – but not both – on your

assigned day. Those assigned days are:

• Addresses with house numbers

ending in 0 or 1 irrigate on Monday.

• Addresses with house numbers

ending in 2 or 3 irrigate on Tuesday.

• Addresses with house numbers

ending in 4 or 5 irrigate on

Wednesday.

• Addresses with house numbers

ending in 6 or 7 irrigate on Thursday.

• Addresses with house numbers

ending in 8 or 9 irrigate on Friday.

• No watering is allowed on

weekends.

The CDD Board has obtained a

variance that allows different parts of our

community property to be irrigated on

Mondays through Saturdays. �

Feedback …

What’s your opinion of this edition

of The Communicator? Let us know at

ballantraecdd@verizon.net.
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By Jim Flateau, PACA president
& Ballantrae CDD Board chair

	 “A homey, neighborly atmosphere, with lots of 
amenities and good schools,” is how the St. Pe-
tersburg Times described Ballantrae in an Aug. 
29, 2010 article.
	 Ballantrae is “a successful CDD,” where 
homeowners “feel they are getting quality services,” 
according to a Nov. 12, 2010 Times op-ed article 
by William Rizzetta, president of Rizzetta & Co., 
one of Florida’s largest CDD/HOA management 
firms. Rizzetta is the Ballantrae CDD’s district 
manager.
	 Both statements are good descriptions of our 
built-out community of 969 residences, located 
on the north side of SR 54 about a mile east of the Suncoast 
Parkway. Construction began in 2003 on Ballantrae’s six small 
villages, ranging in size from 74 to 222 homes.
	 With a nearly half-mile causeway leading from SR 54 to our 
residences, about one-third of Ballantrae’s 436 acres is covered 
by our 35 lakes and ponds, plus our conservation areas and 
wetlands, and 80-plus acres of manicured community lawns. 
	 When resident landowners took over our CDD Board in 
2007, they found its budget lacked a plan to build reserves or 
set-aside funds. In 2008, residents attending the budget pub-
lic hearing overwhelmingly endorsed the CDD Board’s plan to 
raise assessments, primarily to begin funding such reserves.
	 The Board has avoided any fee increase since then. We 
have competitively bid down our community landscaping costs, 
which represent nearly a quarter of our operating budget. We’ve 
also bid and thereby reduced costs for our pond maintenance 
contract and district management services.
	 That’s helped to provide funding for projects supported by 
the community, such as paying the Pasco Sheriff’s Office for part-
time security coverage on CDD property, additional sidewalk con-
struction, the cleaning and painting of community privacy walls, 
improved community pool security systems, plus the purchase of 
park benches, exercise stations and other amenities.  
	 It has allowed us to respond without assessment increases to 
such unanticipated expenses as $120,000 to renovate two storm 
water containment structures and $25,000 to replace a weir.
	 At the same time, the District maintains a $100,000 emer-
gency reserve fund. Since 2008, we’ve added about $25,000 
annually to a capital reserve fund that is driven by a long-term 
maintenance and repair schedule established in 2010. 
	 As the Pasco County community grew around Ballantrae, our 

Ballantrae: a ‘homey, neighborly’ and cost-effective community

residents requested a state transportation traffic study of the 
intersection of Ballantrae Blvd. and SR 54.  It documented the 
existing traffic volume warranted the need for a signal. County 
planners delayed spending for the light, citing a lack of funds.
	 However, through the persistent lobbying of the CDD Board 
and with the active cooperation of the Pasco Board of County 
Commissioners, the light was finally approved in late 2009 and 
became operational in early 2010.  It now eases traffic prob-
lems not only for Ballantrae’s motorists, but for those in our con-
nected communities of Suncoast Meadows, Suncoast Pointe, 
Oakstead and Concord Station as well.
	 Limits on CDD irrigation can spell disaster for St. Augustine 
and other lawn grasses during droughts. The CDD worked with 
the Southwest Florida Water Management District in 2009 to 
obtain a five-year variance. That allows us to water community 
lawns over six days each week. We are also working with the 
county to identify more drought-tolerant sod. 
	 It can be cumbersome for any CDD to call the Alligator 
Hotline on each nuisance reptile found in the community. We 
then await the completion of state paperwork and assignment of 
a harvesting permit before a trapper appears on the scene. The 
Ballantrae CDD applied this year for its own five-year permit 
under the state’s Nuisance Alligator Targeted Harvest Area pro-
gram. Now, the CDD calls the trapper directly, who can respond 
as soon as possible to remove nuisance gators.
	 Since we are one of the newer communities in Pasco Coun-
ty, we continue to look to the experiences of PACA’s member-
ship for ideas on how we can improve Ballantrae. 
	 As we do so, we remain ever-mindful of our obligation to 
maintain our “homey, neighborly atmosphere” on a cost-effec-
tive basis. 

http://www.mypaca.org


http://www.centralpascovetcare.com
http://www.1spinechiro.com
http://www.iernaair.com



